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We are back dancing! 
 

Hello dancers: 

Yes, dancers. On Tuesday, October 19, we held our first in-person dance since March 2020! It was so exciting 

to see people in person in a square. Twenty members joined our callers, Wendy and John, for two hours of fun. 

We danced Mainstream and Plus, with masks on. Everyone had two main comments: there was no problem 

dancing in masks, and it was much easier than expected to remember the moves and be able to dance a whole 

tip!  

 

All protocols were observed, with proof of double vaccination required and LOTS of hand sanitizing and 

cleaning before and after the dance, but it was a success! 

 

What comes next? 

We will hold one more trial dance, on Thursday, November 4, 2021 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Depending on 

the turnout and feedback, we will then decide if we will begin dancing regularly, on what night and how often. 

 

Here are the rules: 

1. If you are interested in dancing, contact Colleen McEwan at colleenfmcewan@gmail.com by 

12:00 p.m. (noon) on Friday, October 29. The hall capacity is 23 dancers. 

2. All names will be put into a “hat” and there will be a random draw for the lucky 23 to dance on 

November 4. Those not selected will be automatically included in the next dance opportunity if they 

notify Colleen. You will be notified by email on October 30 if you are selected. You must confirm back 

to Colleen that you will attend. If selected, please commit to attending: if you fail to show, we do not 

have 3 complete squares and people have to sit out. 

3. Masks must be worn on entering the building and while dancing. If social distancing is practised 

between tips, masks may be removed. 

4. Proof of full vaccination is required. If you have already provided it, you do not need to show it again. 

5. Cost is $10 per person. 

6. Hands must be sanitized on entering the building and before each tip.  

7. Everyone is asked to help with clean-up by wiping down chairs and tables before we leave. Hand-

touched surfaces in the washroom must be cleaned after each use. 

8. Please bring your own refreshments. 

9. Everyone must enter by the back door. 

 

So, if you were unsure about dancing last Tuesday because of wearing a mask (its ok, you can do it), or just not 

available, here is your chance. If you want to register as a “couple,” just let Colleen know when you send her 

your email. And once again, this opportunity is for ALL dance levels. We need to know what interest there is so 

the Club can make plans for moving forward. Hope to see you on November 4. 

 

Barbara Englehart receives Trillium Merit Award 

 

Our very own Barbara Englehart has been awarded the Trillium Merit Award by the Ontario Square and Round 

Dance Federation (OSRDF). The Trillium Merit Award is presented to individuals who are nominated and have 

danced for at least 5 years and made a significant contribution to dancing in Ontario by serving in leadership 

capacities at the club level and as an executive or committee member at the regional, provincial, or national 

level.  

 



Barb certainly meets those criteria! Not only has she served as a member of the Meri Squares Executive, but she 

continues to be the Registrar for the Eastern Ontario Square and Round Dance Association (EOSARDA) as well 

as the Secretary for OSRDF. Barb also chaired the EOSARDA Dance Committee, which organizes a number of 

regional dances that we all attend, such as Frosty Fling and Fall Fest. She is one of only two award recipients 

from Eastern Ontario. 

 

Congratulations Barb for all your hard work and your amazing contribution to ensuring that square, round and 

line dancing continue to thrive in Eastern Ontario.  

 

The passing of two former Meri Squares members 

Arthur (Art) White 

I am sorry to announce the passing of Arthur (Art) White at the age of 98. Art and his wife Becky were long-

time Meri Squares members, dancing together into their 90s! I remember being welcomed to the club when I 

joined by both Art and Becky. They were always happy to share their love of square dancing with all 

newcomers.  

 

Before he stopped dancing, Meri Squares recognized Art’s contribution to square dancing by making him an 

Honorary Life Member of the club.  

 

Becky passed a few years ago and recently Art has been living at the Perley and Rideau Veterans Home. Three 

years ago, Meri Squares was asked to do a demo in honour of Art’s 95th birthday. It was a lovely time and we 

connected with several former Meri Squares members, all of whom were residents of the Perley. Below is a  

picture from the demo and one of Art receiving his Life membership from Past-President Ann Davelaar. 

 

Here is the link to Art’s obituary: https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/arthur-white-1083569529. 

Condolences have been sent on behalf of the Club. 

 

The family is preparing a memorial booklet to celebrate and remember Art’s life. They would love to hear from 

any Meri Squares members with an anecdote, special memory or story. Contributions can be sent to his son 

Rick and his wife Sharron at sharronandrick@gmail.com. Condolences can also be left on the guest book linked 

to the obituary. 

 

Bruce MacDonald 

I also learned recently of the passing of Bruce MacDonald, another long-time Meri Squares member, on 

September 23. Bruce stopped dancing some years ago but is still remembered by many of our current dancers. 

Our thoughts go out to his family. 

 

In closing 

I hope many of you will contact Colleen this week to come dance on Thursday, November 4. If you have any 

questions or thoughts to share, do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

613-221-9188 

 

(See photos below) 
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Art White receiving his Honorary Life Membership from Past President Ann Davelaar 

 

 

 
 

Front row is all former Meri Squares dancers residing at the Perley! They were happy to see current Meri 

Squares members in the back row. 

 


